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The Israelites traveled on and camped in the plains of Moab near the Jordan across from Jericho. Now 
Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. Moab was terrified of the people 
because they were numerous, and Moab dreaded the Israelites. So the Moabites said to the elders of 
Midian, “This horde will devour everything around us like an ox eats up the green plants in the field.” 
Since Balak son of Zippor was Moab’s king at that time, he sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor at 
Pethor, which is by the Euphrates in the land of his people. Balak said to him, “Look, a people has 
come out of Egypt; they cover the surface of the land and are living right across from me. Please come 
and put a curse on these people for me because they are more powerful than I am. I may be able to 
defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that those you bless are blessed and those you 
curse are cursed.”  
(Numbers 22:1-6) 
 
Then God said to Balaam, “You are not to go with them. You are not to curse this people, for they are 
blessed.” 
(Numbers 22:12) 
 
Balak sent officials again who were more numerous and higher in rank than the others. They came to 
Balaam and said to him, “This is what Balak son of Zippor says: ‘Let nothing keep you from coming to 
me, for I will greatly honor you and do whatever you ask me. So please come and put a curse on these 
people for me!” But Balaam responded to the servants of Balak, “If Balak were to give me his house full 
of silver and gold, I could not go against the command of the LORD my God to do anything small or 
great. Please stay here overnight as the others did, so that I may find out what else the LORD has to 
tell me.”  
(Numbers 22:15-19) 
 
But God was incensed that Balaam was going, and the angel of the LORD took his stand on the path to 
oppose him. Balaam was riding his donkey, and his two servants were with him. When the donkey saw 
the angel of the LORD standing on the path with a drawn sword in his hand, she turned off the path 
and went into the field. So Balaam hit her to return her to the path. Then the angel of the LORD stood 
in a narrow passage between the vineyards, with a stone wall on either side. The donkey saw the 
angel of the LORD and pressed herself against the wall, squeezing Balaam’s foot against it. So he hit 
her once again. The angel of the LORD went ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no 
room to turn to the right or the left. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she crouched down 
under Balaam. So he became furious and beat the donkey with his stick. Then the LORD opened the 
donkey’s mouth, and she asked Balaam, “What have I done to you that you have beaten me these 
three times?” Balaam answered the donkey, “You made me look like a fool. If I had a sword in my hand, 
I’d kill you now!” But the donkey said, “Am I not the donkey you’ve ridden all your life until today? Have 
I ever treated you this way before?” “No,” he replied. Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he 
saw the angel of the LORD standing in the path with a drawn sword in his hand. Balaam knelt low and 
bowed in worship on his face. The angel of the LORD asked him, “Why have you beaten your donkey 
these three times? Look, I came out to oppose you, because I consider what you are doing to be evil. 
The donkey saw me and turned away from me these three times. If she had not turned away from me, I 
would have killed you by now and let her live.”  
(Numbers 22:22-33) 



 
I see him, but not now; I perceive him, but not near. A star will come from Jacob, and a scepter will 
arise from Israel…  
(Numbers 24:17) 
 
What God blesses, no one can curse.  
 
Balaam then arose and went back to his homeland, and Balak also went his way. While Israel was 
staying in the Acacia Grove, the people began to prostitute themselves with the women of Moab. The 
women invited them to the sacrifices for their gods, and the people ate and bowed in worship to their 
gods. So Israel aligned itself with Baal of Peor, and the LORD’s anger burned against Israel.  
(Numbers 24:25-25:3) 
 
“Yet they are the ones who, at Balaam’s advice, incited the Israelites to unfaithfulness against the 
LORD…” 
(Numbers 31:16) 
 
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  
(John 13:17) 
​
Because one person disobeyed God, many became sinners. But because one other person obeyed 
God, many will be made righteous.​
(Romans 5:19, NLT) 
 

Scripture is the CSB unless noted. 


