




The Inheritance of the Faithful 
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City of Refuge
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A city of refuge was a place established by God within Israel’s territory (Numbers 35; Deuteronomy 19; Joshua 20) 
for individuals who had caused an unintentional death. These cities provided protection from the “avenger of blood” 
until a formal hearing could occur. They ensured due process and prevented personal retaliation. As such, they 
reflect the integration of justice and mercy in Israel’s legal system.
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A LEGACY  
OF WORSHIP
By Michele Wilbert  |  Photos By Thomas Pompeo

The book of Numbers tells the story of 
God faithfully leading His people toward 
the land of promise. It concludes on a 
note of hopeful expectancy, as the tribes 
of Israel will forever dwell in the land given 
to them by God. Numbers 36:7 (ESV) says, 
“The inheritance of the people of Israel 
shall not be transferred from one tribe to 
another, for every one of the people of 
Israel shall hold on to the inheritance of the 
tribe of his fathers.” Throughout the book, 
we see God’s faithfulness and the gift of 
inheritance He desires to be stewarded 
across generations.

Josh Castro, Senior Worship Coach volunteer 
at Mariners Santa Ana, understands the 
importance of the stewardship the Lord 
has entrusted to him. He began using his 
musical gifts to record and play drums weekly 
for services at Mariners Huntington Beach 
before moving over to serve at Mariners 
Santa Ana. In his current role, he recruits 
worship and production volunteers and 
creates intentional environments for others 
to not only participate with the worship 
team but also to grow in their relationships 
with the Lord. 

Mariners Santa Ana Pastor Guillermo 
Gonzalez believes Josh has made a 
profound impact on the church. “His 

passion for God’s Church has led him to 
take extra steps to help others develop their 
skills as musicians. Every Monday night, 
Josh opens the church at Mariners Santa 
Ana and turns it into a musical workshop 
where young and inexperienced musicians 
come to learn from him. He has trained and 
developed some of our most consistent 
volunteers—people who, had it not been 
for Josh’s training, would not have had 
the skills to play during a Sunday service,” 
Gonzalez said.

Josh even created a drums course for 
others to learn and refine their skills. He sees 
his role as a way to intentionally disciple, 
love, and encourage those with whom he 
serves. “I want them to be refreshed and 
filled with joy,” Josh says. “I pray that God 
speaks through the melodies and lyrics to 
those struggling or who are sick; that they 
would experience a new sense of hope.”

Santa Ana Worship Director Rob Martinez 
describes Josh as an instrumental part of 

the congregation. “He has been a pillar 
in our ministry, always going above and 
beyond for the Kingdom of God as well as 
our church,” Martinez said.

As a young child, Josh watched his father 
help others grow musically, which shaped 
his approach to both understanding and 
teaching music. Josh, who wants those 
serving in worship to understand the 
difference between being a musician and 
a worship leader, says his father led in 
a way that allowed everyone to have an 
opportunity to serve through worship. He 
believes leaving a legacy is about fostering 
what you’ve been entrusted with to pass 
along God’s gifts to others for His glory.  

“My hope and prayer is that everything 
I do at Mariners Santa Ana is for God’s 
glory,” Josh says. “I pray that my example 
of following Jesus can encourage others 
and help the next generation worship God 
through music.” 
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VOLUNTEER CONTRIBUTORS
Rhiannon Adams  |  Photography
Layne Anzaldo  |  The Burning Cloud
Carla Baker  |  Book of Numbers
Charlotte Baker  |  The Water of Promise
John Bell  |  Look and Live
Marsha Berger | Editing
Monica Brislawn  |  If I Be Lifted Up
Antje Campbell  |  Grumbling vs. Gratitude:  
     HEART CHOICES
Martha Caputo | 
Moses’ View of the Promised Land
Natanyah Caputo  |  Water from the Rock
Tessa Chaudhry  |  Moving of the Ark
Byul Chung  |  A Unanimous Victory for Believers
Renata Costa  |  Blossom
Tamara Czerwiak  |  The Tabernacle
Sam Davidson  |  Trusting God’s Promises  
     in Uncertainty
Heatherly De Naranjo  |  As Long As He Lets Me
Cedric Dennis  |  Aaron’s Plea
Arlene Hewitt  |  Photography
Gene Hsieh  |  Photography
Ann Hu  |  Christ Is the Rock of the Church
Jenny Hsu  |  Rest of God
Susie Sprinkel Hudson  |  Promised Land,  
     Photography
Ruben James  |  Moses: Faithful Despite  
     the Rebellion
Kimberly Johnson  |  Intercession: Atonement  
     in the Chaos 
Stephen Johnson  |  Editing
Angelina Joseph  |  Not Alone
Jared Kirkwood  |  Photography
Glenn Klevens  |  Photography
Steve La Motte  |  Photography
Bill Lee  |  Land of Abundance
Jacqueline Lee  |  The True Fire
Linda Le  |  Cloud and Fire over the Tabernacle
Mary Leong  |  Hungry for Meat
Alexandra Lindenberg  |  The Cure for  
     Our Rebellion
Juswin Mathew  |  Grumbling Against Grace
Marisha Miller  |  The Inheritance of the Faithful
Stephanie Miyoshi  |  Photography
Vivian Nguyen  |  Living Water
Lorraine O’Keefe  |  A Rather Humorous Yet  
     Holy War of Words
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Sangita Patel  |  Your Holy Presence in  
     My Wilderness
Sophia Kim Reeves  |  Today
Rose Sawh  |  The Dangers of Dwelling on the Past
Jan Snyder  |  Balaam’s Donkey
Darlene Welling  |  Lift Up and Behold the One
Michele Wilbert  |  A Legacy of Worship
John Yeo  |  Seek

EDITORIAL TEAM
Erica Kim  |  Project Editor
Jessica Wu  |  Visual Arts/Graphic Design Lead
Barbara Berg  |  Photography Lead
Lexi Ragan  |  Writing Lead
Jenn McBride  |  Writing Lead
Andrea Holte  |  Visual Arts/Graphic Design Lead
Bill West  |  Visual Arts/Graphic Design Lead
Thomas Pompeo  |  Assistant Photography Lead

STAFF CONTRIBUTORS
Gavin Lamming
Chris Li
Tiffany Lyons
Munyoki Mulwa
Jeremy Robertson
John Thomas
John Yeo

MARINERS STAFF TEAM
Liz Garcia  |  Content Pastor
Jon Emery  |  Communications Pastor
Katie Brown  |  Communications Planning Lead
Lauren Curfman  |  Senior Graphic Designer 
Sierra Dermott  |  Content Writer
JP Blanco | Graphic Designer

SCAN THE QR CODE TO 
VOLUNTEER WITH MARINERS 
CREATIVE ARTS!

Special thanks to everyone who 
courageously shared their stories of 
how the Lord has moved in their lives 
with our church. 


