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Everything is the same for everyone: There is one fate for the righteous and the wicked, for the good
and the bad, for the clean and the unclean, for the one who sacrifices and the one who does not
sacrifice. As it is for the good, so also it is for the sinner; as it is for the one who takes an oath, so also
for the one who fears an oath. This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: there is one fate for
everyone. In addition, the hearts of people are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live;
after that they go to the dead.

(Ecclesiastes 9:2-3)

1. Facing the end brings perspective for enjoyment.

Go, eat your bread with pleasure, and drink your wine with a cheerful heart, for God has already
accepted your works. Let your clothes be white all the time, and never let oil be lacking on your head.
Enjoy life with the wife you love all the days of your fleeting life, which has been given to you under the
sun, all your fleeting days. For that is your portion in life and in your struggle under the sun. Whatever
your hands find to do, do with all your strength, because there is no work, planning, knowledge, or
wisdom in Sheol where you are going.

(Ecclesiastes 9:7-10)

2. Facing the end brings urgency of eternity.
So remember your Creator in the days of your youth:

Before the days of adversity come,

and the years approach when you will say,

“l have no delight in them?;

before the sun and the light are darkened,

and the moon and the stars,

and the clouds return after the rain;

on the day when the guardians of the house tremble,
and the strong men stoop,

the women who grind grain cease because they are few,
and the ones who watch through the windows see dimly,
the doors at the street are shut

while the sound of the mill fades;

when one rises at the sound of a bird,

and all the daughters of song grow faint.

Also, they are afraid of heights and dangers on the road,
the almond tree blossoms,

the grasshopper loses its spring,

and the caper berry has no effect;

for the mere mortal is headed to his eternal home,

and mourners will walk around in the street;

before the silver cord is snapped,

and the gold bowl is broken,
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and the jar is shattered at the spring,

and the wheel is broken into the well;

and the dust returns to the earth as it once was,
and the spirit returns to God who gave it.
(Ecclesiastes 12:1-7)

Reflection Question: Have you received the eternal life Jesus offers? How can you live wisely with eternity in
mind?

Scripture is the CSB unless noted.



