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The one who loves silver is never satisfied with silver, and whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with 
income. This too is futile. When good things increase, the ones who consume them multiply; what, 
then, is the profit to the owner, except to gaze at them with his eyes? The sleep of the worker is sweet, 
whether he eats little or much, but the abundance of the rich permits him no sleep. There is a sickening 
tragedy I have seen under the sun: wealth kept by its owner to his harm. That wealth was lost in a bad 
venture, so when he fathered a son, he was empty-handed. As he came from his mother’s womb, so he 
will go again, naked as he came; he will take nothing for his efforts that he can carry in his hands. This 
too is a sickening tragedy: exactly as he comes, so he will go. What does the one gain who struggles 
for the wind? What is more, he eats in darkness all his days, with much frustration, sickness, and anger. 
Here is what I have seen to be good: It is appropriate to eat, drink, and experience good in all the labor 
one does under the sun during the few days of his life God has given him, because that is his reward. 
Furthermore, everyone to whom God has given riches and wealth, he has also allowed him to enjoy 
them, take his reward, and rejoice in his labor. This is a gift of God, for he does not often consider the 
days of his life because God keeps him occupied with the joy of his heart. Here is a tragedy I have 
observed under the sun, and it weighs heavily on humanity: God gives a person riches, wealth, and 
honor so that he lacks nothing of all he desires for himself, but God does not allow him to enjoy them. 
Instead, a stranger will enjoy them. This is futile and a sickening tragedy. A man may father a hundred 
children and live many years. No matter how long he lives, if he is not satisfied by good things and 
does not even have a proper burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. For he comes in 
futility and he goes in darkness, and his name is shrouded in darkness. Though a stillborn child does 
not see the sun and is not conscious, it has more rest than he. And if a person lives a thousand years 
twice, but does not experience happiness, do not both go to the same place? All of a person’s labor is 
for his stomach, yet the appetite is never satisfied. What advantage then does the wise person have 
over the fool? What advantage is there for the poor person who knows how to conduct himself before 
others? Better what the eyes see than wandering desire. This too is futile and a pursuit of the wind. 
(Ecclesiastes 5:10-6:9) 
 
Money is a good gift but a greedy god. 
 
Awe for the Giver. 
 
Appreciation for the gifts. 
 
Attack your greed. 
 
…where your treasure is, there your heart will be… 
(Matthew 6:21) 
 
Reflection Question: How can you invest your heart more fully in Jesus' Kingdom?​
 

Scripture is the CSB unless noted. 


