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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

Yale professor of geography, Ellsworth Hunt ington, said: ?History in 

it s broadest  aspect  is a record of man?s migrat ion from one 

environment  to another.? In many ways the story of the world is a 

story of migrat ion. The Scrip ture recounts many of God?s people as 

immigrants. During a famine, Abram immigrated to Egypt . 

Abraham?s descendants immigrated to Egypt . Moses also f led to a 

new  land when his life became endangered, and then led a group 

of oppressed people refugees out  of Egypt . W hen they arrived in 

the Promised Land, God made the borders of their land clear. Ruth, 

a woman from Moab, immigrated to Israel after her husband d ied. 

She married a man named Boaz to form part  of the lineage of 

Jesus. Those are stories, descrip t ions of what  happened, and not  

prescrip t ive verses. But  there are prescrip t ive verses. Some 

Christ ians point  to verses about  ?welcoming the st ranger,? and 

others about  ?borders, nat ions, and obeying the government .? How  

do we hold both passages together? How  can we think b ib lically 

about  both borders and the immigrant?

W hen you t hink about  t he d if ferent  p laces peop le call home 

around t he world , what  is one qualit y  or aspect  of  a communit y  

t hat  feels most  import ant  t o you? How  do you see t hat  value 

ref lected  in your own communit y  or experiences?

W EEK 7: BORDERS AND IMMIGRATION: W HY DO SOME 

CHRISTIANS HAVE DIFFERENT VIEW S?

PREPARE

GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
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Read Act s 17:26. W hat  do you not ice about  God?s sovereignt y  in 

shap ing  nat ions, cult ures, and t he movement  of  peop le across t he 

eart h? 

Read Zechariah 7:9-10 . W hat  does t his passage say  about  how  we 

should  t reat  peop le w ho are oppressed and d isenf ranchised?

Read Numbers 34 :2. W hat  does God?s inst ruct ion about  t he 

borders of  t he land show  about  His at t ent ion t o st ruct ure, order, 

and boundaries? 

Read Romans 13:1-3. W hat  does Paul t each about  t he role of  

government  and t he responsib il it y  of  Christ ians t o subm it  t o 

aut horit ies?

W hat  is it  t hat  makes t he t op ic of  imm igrat ion and border securit y  

so d iv isive and d if f icult  t o t alk about  t oday?

In his sermon, Eric cit ed  Proverbs 18:2 w hich says t his: ?A  fool does 

not  delight  in underst and ing , but  only  want s t o show  of f  his 

op inions.? How  should  t his verse inform  how  we t alk about  d if f icult  

t op ics l ike t his? 

How  m ight  we be peop le of  peace and grace in t he m idst  of  

const ant  conf lict  about  t he t op ics of  imm igrat ion and border 

cont rol? How  could  you embody  t he post ure of  Jesus in real, 

everyday  ways?

In w hat  ways can we be regular ly  p ray ing  for imm igrant s, our 

government , and t he many  d if ferent  issues at  t he center of  t his 

t op ic?
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LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF GOD'S 
WORD IN THE WORLD

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD'S WORD
TO YOUR LIFE

LOOK DOWN
LOOK AT GOD'S WORD
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Leader Notes

This sect ion helps you grasp t he key  t hemes and int ended 

out comes of  t he d iscussion before you lead your g roup. These 

notes are not  t he group quest ions; t hey  simp ly  guide your 

p reparat ion so you can lead w it h clar it y  and shepherd  t he 

conversat ion well. You may  also f ind  t hem help ful at  t he end of  

your d iscussion t o w rap up  your t ime t oget her.

Think About  It

God created every person in His image, yet  we live in a fallen 

world marked by sin. We are called to love both the Kingdom of 

God and our earthly communit ies, to care for our homes while 

offering hospitalit y to st rangers, and to respect  government  

authorit y while ult imately serving Christ . How  might  ref lect ing on 

these tensions help you see immigrat ion, borders, and human 

d iversit y through a lens that  balances just ice, mercy, and w isdom?

W hat  W ill You Do?

This week, consider how  you can ref lect  God?s image in both your 

love for your community and your care for outsiders, whether 

through prayer, service, advocacy, or conversat ions? And as you 

encounter people who see things d if ferent ly, what  intent ional 

steps can you take to ?put  on? love and understanding?

Chang ing  Your Mind

Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 

(Colossians 3:14)
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