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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

Jesus prayed that  we'd be one, yet  there are thousands of Christ ian 

denominat ions worldw ide. W hat  happened? We'll t race how  one 

church became many, somet imes for good reasons like hold ing to 

the Scrip ture, somet imes over cord ial d isagreements, and 

somet imes for foolish reasons. We w ill see that  what  unites 

followers of Jesus is greater than what  d ivides. We w ill g ive a 

framework that  helps you d iscern the d if ference between primary, 

secondary, and tert iary beliefs? so you know  what  to hold t ight ly 

and what  to hold loosely w ith great  charit y. 

W hat  is your cont roversial, unpopular op inion about  somet hing  

t hat  isn?t  really  import ant  (e.g . if  p ineapp le belongs on p izza)?

Read John 17:20 -23. As you sit  w it h Jesus? prayer, what  st r ikes 

you about  what  He longs for among His fo llowers, and why  do 

you t hink unit y  mat t ers so much t o Him  in t his moment ?

Read Ephesians 4 :1-6. W hat  do you not ice about  t he post ure Paul 

calls believers t o adopt , and how  do t hese verses deepen your 

underst and ing  of  what  t rue unit y  looks like accord ing  t o 

Scrip t ure?

W EEK 5: IF CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE ONE, W HY ARE 

THERE SO MANY DENOMINATIONS?
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LOOK AT GOD'S WORD
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W hen you hold  t hese t wo passages t oget her, w hat  do you learn 

about  t he k ind  of  unit y  God desires for His peop le and t he 

character t rait s needed t o l ive it  out ?

Dif ferent  denom inat ions of t en emphasize d if ferent  aspect s of  

Christ ian belief  and pract ice. How  do you t hink t his var iet y  can 

help  t he larger body  of  Christ , and w hat  are some potent ial 

challenges it  creates?

W hat  is an example of  a t heolog ical v iew  or ?doct r ine? t hat  

Christ ians should  hold  t ight ly? W hat  about  one we should  hold  

more loosely?

How  do you feel w hen you encounter Christ ians w ho love Jesus but  

p ract ice t heir  fait h d if ferent ly  t han you do, and w hat  does t hat  

react ion reveal about  your ow n assumpt ions or values?

As you ref lect  on your ow n beliefs, is t here an area w here you 

sense God inv it ing  you t o hold  somet hing  more f irm ly  or w it h more 

hum ilit y  and openness? W hat  is shap ing  t hat  sense in you?
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LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF GOD'S 
WORD IN THE WORLD

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD'S WORD
TO YOUR LIFE
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Leader Notes

This sect ion helps you grasp t he key  t hemes and int ended 

out comes of  t he d iscussion before you lead your g roup. These 

notes are not  t he group quest ions; t hey  simp ly  guide your 

p reparat ion so you can lead w it h clar it y  and shepherd  t he 

conversat ion well. You may  also f ind  t hem help ful at  t he end of  

your d iscussion t o w rap up  your t ime t oget her.

Think About  It

Take a moment  to ref lect  on the goodness of God who unites His 

people through Christ  even when our expressions of faith d if fer. 

How  might  remembering God?s character, pat ience, and 

faithfulness shape the way you view  Christ ian unit y, d iversit y, and 

your p lace w ithin the larger family of God?

W hat  W ill You Do?

W hat  is one intent ional way you can pursue unit y this week, 

whether through pract icing humilit y, seeking understanding, 

extending grace, or learning from a believer who worships 

d if ferent ly than you?

Chang ing  Your Mind

...making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 

bond of peace. (Ephesians 4 :3)
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