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GOOD AND BAD GOVERNORS
14 Furthermore, from the day King Artaxerxes appointed me to be their governor 
in the land of Judah—from the twentieth year until his thirty-second year, twelve 
years—I and my associates never ate from the food allotted to the governor. 15 The 
governors who preceded me had heavily burdened the people, taking from them 
food and wine as well as a pound of silver. Their subordinates also oppressed the 
people, but because of the fear of God, I didn’t do this. 16 Instead, I devoted myself 
to the construction of this wall, and all my subordinates were gathered there for the 
work. We didn’t buy any land.

17 There were 150 Jews and officials, as well as guests from the surrounding nations 
at my table. 18 Each day, one ox, six choice sheep, and some fowl were prepared for 
me. An abundance of all kinds of wine was provided every ten days. But I didn’t 
demand the food allotted to the governor, because the burden on the people was 
so heavy.

19 Remember me favorably, my God, for all that I have done for this people.

ATTEMPTS TO DISCOURAGE THE BUILDERS

When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard 
that I had rebuilt the wall and that no gap was left in it—though at that time I had 
not installed the doors in the city gates— 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me a message: 
“Come, let’s meet together in the villages of the Ono Valley.” They were planning to 
harm me.

3 So I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing important work and cannot 
come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?” 4 Four 
times they sent me the same proposal, and I gave them the same reply.

5 Sanballat sent me this same message a fifth time by his aide, who had an open 
letter in his hand. 6 In it was written:

It is reported among the nations—and Geshem agrees—that you and the Jews 
plan to rebel. This is the reason you are building the wall. According to these 
reports, you are to become their king 7 and have even set up the prophets in 
Jerusalem to proclaim on your behalf, “There is a king in Judah.” These rumors 
will be heard by the king. So come, let’s confer together.

6
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8 Then I replied to him, “There is nothing to these rumors you are spreading; you are 
inventing them in your own mind.” 9 For they were all trying to intimidate us, saying, 
“They will drop their hands from the work, and it will never be finished.”

But now, my God, strengthen my hands.

ATTEMPTS TO INTIMIDATE NEHEMIAH
10 I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was restricted 
to his house. He said:

Let’s meet at the house of God,
inside the temple.
Let’s shut the temple doors
because they’re coming to kill you.
They’re coming to kill you tonight!

11 But I said, “Should a man like me run away? How can someone like me enter the 
temple and live? I will not go.” 12 I realized that God had not sent him, because of the 
prophecy he spoke against me. Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 He was hired, so 
that I would be intimidated, do as he suggested, sin, and get a bad reputation, in order 
that they could discredit me.

14 My God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat for what they have done, and also the 
prophetess Noadiah and the other prophets who wanted to intimidate me.

THE WALL COMPLETED
15 The wall was completed in fifty-two days, on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul. 
16 When all our enemies heard this, all the surrounding nations were intimidated and 
lost their confidence, for they realized that this task had been accomplished by our God.

17 During those days, the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah’s 
letters came to them. 18 For many in Judah were bound by oath to him, since he was a 
son-in-law of Shecaniah son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter 
of Meshullam son of Berechiah. 19 These nobles kept mentioning Tobiah’s good deeds 
to me, and they reported my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to intimidate me.
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THE EXILES RETURN

When the wall had been rebuilt and I had the doors installed, the  
gatekeepers, singers, and Levites were appointed. 2 Then I put my brother Hanani in 
charge of Jerusalem, along with Hananiah, commander of the fortress, because he 
was a faithful man who feared God more than most. 3 I said to them, “Do not open 
the gates of Jerusalem until the sun is hot, and let the doors be shut and securely 
fastened while the guards are on duty. Station the citizens of Jerusalem as guards, 
some at their posts and some at their homes.”

4 The city was large and spacious, but there were few people in it, and no houses 
had been built yet. 5 Then my God put it into my mind to assemble the nobles, the 
officials, and the people to be registered by genealogy. I found the genealogical record 
of those who came back first, and I found the following written in it:

6 These are the people of the province who went up among the captive exiles 
deported by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Each of them returned to  
Jerusalem and Judah, to his own town. 7 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, 
Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, 
Nehum, and Baanah.

The number of the Israelite men included
8 Parosh’s descendants 2,172
9 Shephatiah’s descendants 372
10 Arah’s descendants 652
11 Pahath-moab’s descendants:
Jeshua’s and Joab’s descendants 2,818
12 Elam’s descendants 1,254
13 Zattu’s descendants 845
14 Zaccai’s descendants 760
15 Binnui’s descendants 648
16 Bebai’s descendants 628
17 Azgad’s descendants 2,322
18 Adonikam’s descendants 667
19 Bigvai’s descendants 2,067
20 Adin’s descendants 655

7
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21 Ater’s descendants: of Hezekiah 98
22 Hashum’s descendants 328
23 Bezai’s descendants 324
24 Hariph’s descendants 112
25 Gibeon’s descendants 95
26 Bethlehem’s and Netophah’s men 188
27 Anathoth’s men 128
28 Beth-azmaveth’s men 42
29 Kiriath-jearim’s, Chephirah’s, and Beeroth’s men 743
30 Ramah’s and Geba’s men 621
31 Michmas’s men 122
32 Bethel’s and Ai’s men 123
33 the other Nebo’s men 52
34 the other Elam’s people 1,254
35 Harim’s people 320
36 Jericho’s people 345
37 Lod’s, Hadid’s, and Ono’s people 721
38 Senaah’s people 3,930.
 

39 The priests included

Jedaiah’s descendants of the house of Jeshua 973
40 Immer’s descendants 1,052
41 Pashhur’s descendants 1,247
42 Harim’s descendants 1,017.

43 The Levites included

Jeshua’s descendants: of Kadmiel
Hodevah’s descendants 74.

44 The singers included 

Asaph’s descendants 148.
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45 The gatekeepers included

Shallum’s descendants, Ater’s descendants,
Talmon’s descendants, Akkub’s descendants,
Hatita’s descendants, Shobai’s descendants 138.

46 The temple servants included

Ziha’s descendants, Hasupha’s descendants,
Tabbaoth’s descendants, 47 Keros’s descendants,
Sia’s descendants, Padon’s descendants,
48 Lebanah’s descendants, Hagabah’s descendants,
Shalmai’s descendants, 49 Hanan’s descendants,
Giddel’s descendants, Gahar’s descendants,
50 Reaiah’s descendants, Rezin’s descendants,
Nekoda’s descendants, 51 Gazzam’s descendants,
Uzza’s descendants, Paseah’s descendants,
52 Besai’s descendants, Meunim’s descendants,
Nephishesim’s descendants, 53 Bakbuk’s descendants,
Hakupha’s descendants, Harhur’s descendants,
54 Bazlith’s descendants, Mehida’s descendants,
Harsha’s descendants, 55 Barkos’s descendants,
Sisera’s descendants, Temah’s descendants,
56 Neziah’s descendants, Hatipha’s descendants.

57 The descendants of Solomon’s servants included

Sotai’s descendants, Sophereth’s descendants,
Perida’s descendants, 58 Jaala’s descendants,
Darkon’s descendants, Giddel’s descendants,
59 Shephatiah’s descendants, Hattil’s descendants,
Pochereth-hazzebaim’s descendants, Amon’s descendants.
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60 All the temple servants and the descendants of Solomon’s servants 392.
61 The following are those who came from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon, and 
Immer, but were unable to prove that their ancestral families and their lineage were  
Israelite:

62 Delaiah’s descendants,
Tobiah’s descendants,
and Nekoda’s descendants 642

63 and from the priests: the descendants of Hobaiah, the descendants of Hakkoz, and the 
descendants of Barzillai—who had taken a wife from the daughters of Barzillai the Gil-
eadite and who bore their name. 64 These searched for their entries in the genealogical 
records, but they could not be found, so they were disqualified from the priesthood. 65 The 
governor ordered them not to eat the most holy things until there was a priest who could 
consult the Urim and Thummim.

66 The whole combined assembly numbered 42,360
67 not including their 7,337 male and female servants,
as well as their 245 male and female singers.
68 They had 736 horses, 245 mules,
69 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys.

70 Some of the family heads contributed to the project. The governor gave 1,000 gold coins, 
50 bowls, and 530 priestly garments to the treasury. 71 Some of the family heads gave 
20,000 gold coins and 2,200 silver minas to the treasury for the project. 72 The rest of the 
people gave 20,000 gold coins, 2,000 silver minas, and 67 priestly garments. 73 The priests, 
Levites, gatekeepers, temple singers, some of the people, temple servants, and all Israel 
settled in their towns.

PUBLIC READING OF THE LAW

When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns,
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LIFE GROUP  
DISCUSSION GUIDE

RHYTHM REMINDER

Worship

LEAN IN

What are some key qualities that make for the best leaders?_ _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________

LOOK DOWN

Read Nehemiah 6 (pg. 88-89). How do Nehemiah’s enemies try to discredit him, 

distract him, or intimidate him in that chapter?_ __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

LOOK OUT

What are some ways that Christian leaders can build credibility among those who 

follow them? How do Christian leaders lose credibility?_ __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

LOOK IN

Nehemiah prayed, worked, and stayed focused in the face of opposition. Where in 

your life do you need to keep moving forward despite distractions or criticism?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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“

JOEL KLATT is the lead college football and NFL draft analyst for FOX 

Sports. He hosts The Joel Klatt Show podcast and is a former standout 

quarterback at the University of Colorado. 

Great leaders 
are authentic, 
clear, and 
consistent.  
If you lack one, 
you erode trust.

JOEL KLATT
WITH SPECIAL GUEST

LISTEN TO  
THIS WEEK’S 
EPISODE 
HERE 

^
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Unwavering

Original Artwork by Chloe Nguyen

When Nehemiah answered God’s call to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, he 
did so despite resistance. He pushed through threats, discouragement, 
and doubts, just as believers today continue to face spiritual and practical 
obstacles when walking in God’s purpose for their lives. Anay Jimenez, High 
School Ministry (HSM) Coordinator at Mariners Irvine, shares how saying 
“yes” to God’s call, even in the midst of fear and uncertainty, led her to a role 
where she makes a meaningful impact in the lives of high school students.	
			 
Q: When did you feel a strong conviction to follow a certain path, and how 
did you originally respond to that calling?
There have been different points in time when I’ve felt God’s calling and faced 
some sort of obstacle during and/or thereafter. The most recent is joining 
the staff at Mariners. Even when a friend told me she was moving into a new 
role from her position as HSM coordinator, it didn’t necessarily click like, “Oh, 
there’s an opportunity here.” Instead, time kept on, and I continued to serve 
as a volunteer with HSM. But increasingly, I continued to feel this knock on 
my heart that God was calling me to apply. I would talk to my husband about 
it, and he was so supportive.	

Obedience in 
Uncertainty

b y  S a m  D a v i d s o n
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Q: What major obstacles or opposition did you face while trying to follow God’s 
commands?	 	
As time continued and we kept talking and praying about it, there was this essence 
of discouragement. Unfortunate events would take place: my car broke down; 
there was an issue where we had to relocate to a nearby hotel; and my dog got 
a horrible hotspot on his face. There were things that really challenged me and 
threatened to keep me from applying. But even then, I continued to serve and 
think of the possibility of more. And on top of it all, the thing that really could have 
stopped me was that I was afraid. I was afraid of being rejected by people I was 
currently serving alongside and who would later become colleagues. I was scared 
to try and fail.			 

Q: How did people in your life either support or resist your obedience to God’s 
calling, and how did that impact your journey?					   
I talked with a friend and leader and shared how I wanted to join staff, and she 
ended up talking to a staff member. I prayed, applied, and during the interview 
process, I was promoted at my previous job, which made me doubt what I was 
doing, stepping into something else, something different. But praying through it 
all and talking with my husband, family, and friends, I just couldn’t shake this call to 
be here.					   

Q: Were there external and/or internal voices that tried to tear you down or 
caused doubt in your conviction?
Some days I still feel afraid of failing—of not being enough. Those lies the enemy 
tells us are loud and prevalent. There are lies I hear that say, “I’m undeserving, ill-
equipped, imperfect, and different in a way that is bad.” And some days I believe 
it. No one would ever say these things to me, but sometimes, this internal voice 
says, “This isn’t enough; you’re not enough.” 

Q: How do you handle discouragement, fear, or the temptation to give up?
When I find myself deeply discouraged in dark moments, I lean on my God, who 
sent His Son to die for my sins. Who said He knows I’m imperfect and broken, and 
that’s why I need Him. Who has made me righteous and blameless before the 
Father. Who says I’m enough simply because He loves me and has deemed it so. 
I lean on my community; the people who help me hear the truth when the lies 
are too loud. I’m grateful for the Lord, and I give myself to Him in service of our 
church. And I hope my team, who I’m with day in and day out, sees my devotion 
to them, too.
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What is God 
Calling You to Do?

b y   R o s e  S a w h

We are all blessed with a calling. We may not always feel qualified or worthy, 
but we are exactly what God is looking for. For such a time as this.

When Nehemiah heard of the pitiful condition of Jerusalem’s broken walls, 
burned gates, and disgraced people, he wept. Nehemiah was in the right 
place at the right time. His position as a cupbearer, confidant, and advisor to 
the king set the stage for his God-given mission.

Being a man of godly character, he sought the Lord in prayer and fasting 
before he approached the king for assistance. Nehemiah knew the magnitude 
of the challenge required more than human planning; it demanded divine 
intervention. Though he had a secure position, Nehemiah risked everything 
to help a distraught and rebellious people. He found favor with the pagan 
king, who financed the entire operation. His dogged determination and 
resilience not only shaped the physical condition of the wall but also the 
spiritual restoration of a people. 

As children of the Most High, are we willing to leave our comfort zone to 
help restore and rebuild broken lives?

Like Nehemiah, are we seeking divine guidance first, in all our decisions 
and endeavors, or are we taking matters into our hands?

Like Nehemiah, I had to relocate to find my true purpose. When I landed 
my dream job, prayer continued to be my driving force. Before I entered the 
workplace, I prepared myself mentally and spiritually. 

On a given day, I met people from different backgrounds and different parts 
of the world. Some were rich and famous, but were still searching for the 
truth. Some were hurting for various reasons, and some had little purpose 
or joy. I was burdened for them. I knew I may never see them again, so I took 
action. I did exactly what God wanted me to do. After work, I hustled to the 
Christian bookstore, purchased resources filled with godly wisdom, at my 
own expense, and delivered them to them.
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No one knew of my mission. For 16 years, God used me at a secular corporation to do His 
divine will. Had I not prepared myself, I would not have seen these opportunities. 

Being faithful where you are planted will prepare you for greater things. Years later, God 
used me again when I joined the Prayer Team at Mariners. The joy of the Lord has always 
been my strength.

No calling comes without sacrifice or challenges. Nehemiah faced external threats and 
internal strife, yet he remained faithful through adversity and opposition. 

What is God calling you to do?
You are chosen to bring honor to Him and others. Like Nehemiah, have a clear vision, 

plan strategically, and work hard. Trials will come to distract and deter you, but remain 
focused and faithful—because God is with you. 

Commitment,  
Burden, Growth

Original Artwork  
by Byul Chung
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