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When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became furious. He mocked the Jews before his 
colleagues and the powerful men of Samaria and said, “What are these pathetic Jews doing? Can they restore it by 
themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they ever finish it? Can they bring these burnt stones back to life from the 
mounds of rubble?” Then Tobiah the Ammonite, who was beside him, said, “Indeed, even if a fox climbed up what 
they are building, he would break down their stone wall!” 
 
So we rebuilt the wall until the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had the will to keep 
working. 
 
When Sanballat, Tobiah, and the Arabs, Ammonites, and Ashdodites heard that the repair to the walls of Jerusalem 
was progressing and that the gaps were being closed, they became furious. They all plotted together to come and 
fight against Jerusalem and throw it into confusion. So we prayed to our God and stationed a guard because of them 
day and night. 
 
In Judah, it was said: The strength of the laborer fails, since there is so much rubble. We will never be able to rebuild 
the wall. 
 
And our enemies said, “They won’t realize it until we’re among them and can kill them and stop the work.” When the 
Jews who lived nearby arrived, they said to us time and again, “Everywhere you turn, they attack us.”  
(Nehemiah 4:1-3, 6-12) 
 
"...fight for your countrymen, your sons and daughters, your wives and homes.” (Nehemiah 4:14) 
 
"...Our God will fight for us!” (Nehemiah 4:20) 
 
 
Perseverance is fighting and trusting God is fighting for you. 
 
 
There was a widespread outcry from the people and their wives against their Jewish countrymen. Some were saying, 
“We, our sons, and our daughters are numerous. Let us get grain so that we can eat and live.” Others were saying, 
“We are mortgaging our fields, vineyards, and homes to get grain during the famine.” Still others were saying, “We 
have borrowed money to pay the king’s tax on our fields and vineyards. We and our children are just like our 
countrymen and their children, yet we are subjecting our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters are 
already enslaved, but we are powerless because our fields and vineyards belong to others.” I became extremely 
angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints. (Nehemiah 5:1-6) 
 
 
Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials, because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance. (James 1:2-3) 
 
 
We are afflicted in every way but not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair; we are persecuted but not 
abandoned; we are struck down but not destroyed. (2 Corinthians 4:8-9) 
 
 
Reflection Question: 
What are the current challenges in your life where you need God's strength to persevere? 



 
 

Scripture is the CSB unless noted. 


