
W EEK 5 : COMMIT IN  COMMUNITY NOT ?IT' S 
JUST BETW EEN US?
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

The world, especially in the West , paints relat ionships as just  

between the two people. This hurts both dat ing relat ionships and 

marriages. Those dat ing miss the w isdom and perspect ive from 

community. And cultures that  view  marriage as the union of 

families have much lower d ivorce rates. The ind ividualism in our 

culture has seeped into our approach to relat ionships, and it  is not  

good for us. Both dat ing in private (because of dat ing apps) and 

being married in isolat ion are new  to the human experience and are 

not  healthy or helpful. The w ise way to date and to be married is in 

community, where you can benefit  from the collect ive w isdom of 

others. ?Plans fail when there is no counsel,? so invite w ise people 

into the dat ing and marriage decision and seek examples and 

community when you are married because ?a fool?s way is right  in 

his own eyes.?

W ho?s someone you go t o f irst  when you need adv ice? and why?

Have you ever made a decision on your own t hat  you lat er realized  

would?ve been bet t er if  you had asked for adv ice? W hat  

happened?

Read Proverbs 12:15, 15:22

A fool?s way is right  in his own eyes, but  whoever 

listens to counsel is w ise.

Plans fail when there is no counsel, but  w ith many 

advisers they succeed.

PREPARE

MAIN POINT

LEAN IN
BREAK THE ICE

LOOK DOWN
LOOK AT GOD'S 
WORD

GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
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Read Proverbs 12:15. How  would  you re-st ate t he main idea of  

t hat  verse in your own words?

Read Proverbs 15:22. W hat  does t his passage t ell us about  

get t ing  counsel or adv ice f rom  ot hers?

How m ight  t hese t wo verses app ly  t o our romant ic 

relat ionships?

W hat  role have dat ing  apps p layed in making  relat ionships more 

pr ivate or isolated?

In what  ways do you see peop le in our cult ure resist ing  

communit y  involvement  in t heir  relat ionships?

How m ight  fam ilies, churches, and communit ies be healt hier if  

relat ionships and marr iages were lived  more openly  in 

communit y?

W ho are t he w ise peop le in your l ife t hat  you regular ly  inv it e 

int o your decisions and relat ionships?

Are you more prone t o seek counsel or t o assume you already  

know  t he best  way? W hy?

How can you cult ivate relat ionships w it h coup les, mentors, or 

f r iends who can speak w isdom into your dat ing  or marr iage?
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LOOK IN
APPLY GOD'S 
WORD TO YOUR 
LIFE

LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD'S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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