
W EEK 3 : FOR TRA NSFORMA TION, NOT 

INFORMA TION OR BEHA V IORA L MODIFICA TION
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

W hat  do we want  to happen to us as we read Scrip ture? Some read 

the Bib le for informat ion, seeking to grab as much know ledge as 

possib le. W hile we w ill learn as we read the Scrip ture, the goal is 

not  merely informat ion, for even the demons know  all about  God 

(James 2:19). Some read the Bib le for behavioral modif icat ion, 

seeking to get  inst ruct ions about  how  to live. W hile we want  to live 

d if ferent ly, the goal must  not  be behavioral modif icat ion as Jesus 

d id not  equate the desire for a list  of rules w ith someone who was 

really being changed. The goal of reading the Scrip ture must  be for 

our hearts to be t ransformed. As the Word dwells richly among us, 

we w ill know  more about  our faith and we w ill behave d if ferent l?  

but  t ransformat ion must  be the goal.  

W hat ?s a hobby, food, or show  you used t o hate but  now  love? or 

v ice versa?

Read Colossians 3:16-17

16 Let  the word of Christ  dwell richly among you, in all 

w isdom teaching and admonishing one another 

through psalms, hymns, and spirit ual songs, sing ing to 

God w ith grat itude in your hearts. 

17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, g iving 

thanks to God the Father through him.
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W hat  is it  t hat  is supposed t o dwell among you?

 

W hat  are we supposed t o do w it h psalms, hymns, and sp ir it ual 

songs?

W hat  should  be t he st ate of  our heart s as we sing  praises t o God?

In Colossians 3:16 Paul t ells us t o let  t he Word  of  God dwell among 

us. W hat  does t hat  act ually  look l ike in our l ives?

Eric t alked  about  t he d if ference bet ween God?s Word  being  a 

source of  ?informat ion? versus a source of  ?t ransformat ion.? W hat  

does t he d if ference bet ween t hese t wo look like?

In his message, Eric t alked  about  how  w hatever ?dwells r ichly? in 

you w ill ?rad ically  d irect ? you. W hat  ot her t han God?s Word  

competes t o dwell r ichly  in you and d irect  you?

W hat  do you want  most  in l ife? How  does t hat  align w it h God and 

w hat  we know  about  Him  in His Word?

W hat  would  your l ife look l ike if  you let  God?s Word  t ransform  you?
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LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD'S WORD IN 
THE WORLD

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD'S 
WORD TO YOUR 
LIFE
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