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We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son…  
(Romans 8:28-29) 
 
Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. These are the family records of Jacob. 
At seventeen years of age, Joseph tended sheep with his brothers. The young man was working with the sons 
of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought a bad report about them to their father. Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than his other sons because Joseph was a son born to him in his old age, and he made a 
long-sleeved robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they 
hated him and could not bring themselves to speak peaceably to him. Then Joseph had a dream. When he told 
it to his brothers, they hated him even more. He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: There we were, 
binding sheaves of grain in the field. Suddenly my sheaf stood up, and your sheaves gathered around it and 
bowed down to my sheaf.” “Are you really going to reign over us?” his brothers asked him. “Are you really going 
to rule us?” So they hated him even more because of his dream and what he had said. Then he had another 
dream and told it to his brothers. “Look,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun, moon, and eleven 
stars were bowing down to me.” He told his father and brothers, and his father rebuked him. “What kind of 
dream is this that you have had?” he said. “Am I and your mother and your brothers really going to come and 
bow down to the ground before you?” His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 
(Genesis 37:1-11) 
 
The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man… (Genesis 39:2) 
 
But the LORD was with Joseph and extended kindness to him. He granted him favor with the prison warden.  
(Genesis 39:21) 
 
For I was kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing that they should put me 
in the dungeon [pit].” (Genesis 40:15) 
 
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said to one another, “If Joseph is holding a grudge 
against us, he will certainly repay us for all the suffering we caused him.” So they sent this message to Joseph, 
“Before he died your father gave a command: ‘Say this to Joseph: Please forgive your brothers’ transgression 
and their sin—the suffering they caused you.’ Therefore, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the 
God of your father.” Joseph wept when their message came to him. His brothers also came to him, bowed down 
before him, and said, “We are your slaves!” But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 
You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the present result—the survival of many 
people. Therefore don’t be afraid. I will take care of you and your children.” And he comforted them and spoke 
kindly to them. (Genesis 50:15-21) 
 
God works good through what is not good.  
 
 
Reflection Question: 
What promise of God do you need to be reminded of today? How has He shown Himself faithful to you?  

 
Scripture is the CSB unless noted. 


