@ ‘ MARINERSCHURCH

Series: The Beginning of You, Fresh Starts, Sacred Reversals, and Everything in Between:
A study of the book of Genesis

Title: The beginning of our faith

Speaker: Christine Caine | Teaching Pastor

Date: May 22,24/25

The LORD came to Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. Sarah became
pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time God had told him. Abraham named his
son who was born to him—the one Sarah bore to him—Isaac. When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham
circumcised him, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born
to him. Sarah said, “God has made me laugh, and everyone who hears will laugh with me.” She also said, “Who
would have told Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet | have borne a son for him in his old age.”
(Genesis 21:1-7)

| will make you into a great nation,
[ will bless you,

| will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.
(Genesis 12:2)

After Lot had separated from him, the LORD said to Abram, “Look from the place where you are. Look north and
south, east and west, for | will give you and your offspring forever all the land that you see. | will make your
offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust of the earth, then your offspring could
be counted. (Genesis 13:14-16)

But Abram said, “Lord GOD, what can you give me, since | am childless and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” Abram continued, “Look, you have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house will be my
heir” (Genesis 15:2-3)

Now the word of the LORD came to him: “This one will not be your heir; instead, one who comes from your own
body will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look at the sky and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” Then he said to him, “Your offspring will be that numerous.” (Genesis 15:4-5)

Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)

The LORD said, “I will certainly come back to you in about a year’s time, and your wife Sarah will have a son!”
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent behind him. Abraham and Sarah were old and getting on in
years. Sarah had passed the age of childbearing. So she laughed to herself: “After | am worn out and my lord is
old, will I have delight?” But the LORD asked Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Can | really have a baby
when I'm old?’ Is anything impossible for the LORD? At the appointed time | will come back to you, and in about
a year she will have a son.” (Genesis 18:10-14)
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By faith even Sarah herself, when she was unable to have children, received power to conceive offspring, even
though she was past the age, since she considered that the one who had promised was faithful. (Hebrews 11:11)

..“What is impossible with man is possible with God.” (Luke 18:27)

Reflection Question:
Where in your life are you struggling to trust God fully? What would it look like to surrender that to Him?

Scripture is the CSB unless noted.



