


Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

Easter is the greatest  reversal in history? from despair to peace, 

from failure to forg iveness, from death to life. Through Jesus? 

Resurrect ion, God rewrites our story and invites us into a life of 

hope, healing, and victory.

W hat ?s a moment  in your l if e ( funny , ser ious, or surpr ising)  
where t hings seemed like t hey  were going  one way? and t hen 
t ook a t ot al t urn?

Read John 20 :11?18 together.

But  Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. As she was crying, she 

stooped to look into the tomb. She saw  two angels in white 

sit t ing where Jesus?s body had been lying, one at  the head and 

the other at  the feet . They said to her, ?Woman, why are you 

crying??

?Because they?ve taken away my Lord,? she told them, ?and I 

don?t  know  where they?ve put  him.?

Having said this, she turned around and saw  Jesus standing 

there, but  she d id not  know  it  was Jesus. ?Woman,? Jesus said 

to her, ?why are you crying? W ho is it  t hat  you?re seeking??

Supposing he was the gardener, she replied, ?Sir, if  you?ve 

carried him away, tell me where you?ve put  him, and I w ill t ake 

him away.?

PREPARE

MAIN POINT

LEAN IN
BREAK THE ICE

LOOK DOWN
LOOK AT GOD'S 
WORD

A GARDEN OF VICTORY
GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
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W hat  st ands out  t o you about  Mary?s emot ional st at e before and 
af t er she recognizes Jesus?

W hy do you t hink Jesus f irst  appeared t o Mary  Magdalene? W hat  
does t hat  say  about  His charact er?

W here do you see peop le in our world  t oday  st uck in despair, 
failure, or fear of  deat h?

LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD'S WORD IN 
THE WORLD

Jesus said to her, ?Mary.?

Turning around, she said to him in Aramaic, 

?Rabboni!?? which means ?Teacher.?

?Don?t  cling to me,? Jesus told her, ?since I have not  yet  

ascended to the Father. But  go to my brothers and tell 

t hem that  I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.?

Mary Magdalene went  and announced to the d iscip les, ?I 

have seen the Lord!? And she told them what  he had said 

to her.



W hy do you t hink some peop le resist  t he idea of  Jesus? 
Resurrect ion and aut horit y?

How have you personally  experienced Jesus call ing  you by  name 
or show ing up  in a surpr ising  way, l ike He d id  for Mary?

If  t he Resurrect ion is t rue, what ?s one area in your l ife where you 
want  t o inv it e Jesus t o b r ing  a reversal?

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD'S WORD
TO YOUR LIFE
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