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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

The d iscip les wanted to know  why Jesus spoke in parables because 

not  everyone understood what  Jesus was saying. Jesus connected 

Himself to one of Israel?s most  famous prophets who preached and 

the people ?heard but  d id not  understand, saw  but  d id not  

perceive.? Jesus gave parables so those who knew  Him would 

understand Him more and those who d id not  would have the 

kingdom covered from them. Wait , what !? This is d if ferent  from the 

simple but  unt rue statement  that  parables are ?earthly stories w ith 

heavenly meaning.? Jesus used parables to make it  clear who was 

His, and who belongs to Him is the one who hears and receives 

because that  person ?w ill be g iven more.? How  we hear reveals our 

heart , so ?take care how  you listen."

  
Have you ever t r ied  gardening? Would  you consider yourself  

a good gardener or a poor gardener? W hy?

Read Luke 8:4-18

4 As a large crowd was gathering, and people were coming to 

Jesus from every town, he said in a parable, 5 "A  sower went  

out  to sow  his seed. As he sowed, some seed fell along the 

path; it  was t rampled on, and the b irds of the sky devoured it . 6 

Other seed fell on the rock; when it  grew  up, it  w ithered away, 

since it  lacked moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns; the 

thorns grew  up w ith it  and choked it . 8 St ill other seed fell on 

good ground; when it  grew  up, it  produced fruit : a hundred 
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t imes what  was sown." As he said this, he called out , "Let  

anyone who has ears to hear listen."

9 Then his d iscip les asked him, "W hat  does this parable 

mean?' 10  So he said, "The secrets of the kingdom of God 

have been g iven for you to know, but  to the rest  it  is in 

parables, so that  looking they may not  see, and hearing 

they may not  understand.

11 "This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word 

of God. 12 The seed along the path are those who have 

heard and then the devil comes and takes away the word 

from their hearts, so that  they may not  believe and be 

saved. 13 And the seed on the rock are those who, when 

they hear, receive the word w ith joy. Having no root , these 

believe for a while and fall away in a t ime of test ing. 14 As 

for the seed that  fell among thorns, these are the ones 

who, when they have heard, go on their way and are 

choked w ith worries, riches, and p leasures of life, and 

produce no mature fruit . 15 But  the seed in the good 

ground- these are the ones who, having heard the word 

w ith an honest  and good heart , hold on to it  and by 

enduring, produce fruit .

16 "No one, after light ing a lamp, covers it  w ith a basket  or 

puts it  under a bed, but  puts it  on a lamp stand so that  

those who come in may see it s light . 17 For nothing is 

concealed that  won't  be revealed, and nothing hidden that  

won't  be made known and brought  to light . 18 Therefore 

take care how  you listen. For whoever has, more w ill be 

g iven to him; and whoever does not  have, even what  he 

thinks he has w ill be taken away from him." 

W hat  do you learn about  t he message and responses 
t o God?s Word  f rom  t he four k inds of  soil in t he 
passage?



W hat  do you t hink makes peop le so unw ill ing  t o hear what  

Jesus has t o say?

W hat  does it  p ract ically  look l ike for someone t o hear 

God?s Word  and live it  out , l ike t hose in t he good soil? 

In t he message, Eric t alked  about  how  ?hold ing  on t o His 

Word , shows you are hearing  His Word .? Talk about  how  

you?ve experienced or been challenged by  t his in your l ife.
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