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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

In a world where others have hurt  us, taken advantage of us, and 

brought  signif icant  damage to our lives, offering forg iveness 

sounds unrealist ic. Or even t rite. Yet  we know  that  when we don?t  

forg ive we are the ones who suffer the most . Jesus gave a shocking 

story about  forg iveness, connect ing our abilit y to forg ive w ith the 

forg iveness we have received. W hile we somet imes *pretend* to 

forg ive someone because we know  we should, we are doomed if  

our God merely pretended to forg ive us, and the only way our 

hearts can really forg ive is if  we constant ly apply God?s mercy to 

our hearts. The ethic in Jesus? Kingdom is one of mercy because we 

have received mercy. 

  
W hen have you experienced generosit y  f rom  someone else? 

W hy  does receiv ing  generosit y  feel so good?

Read Mat thew  18:21-35

21 Then Peter approached him and asked, "Lord, how  many 

t imes must  I forg ive my brother or sister who sins against  me? 

As many as seven t imes?"

22 "I tell you, not  as many as seven," Jesus replied, "but  seventy 

t imes seven.

23 "For this reason, the kingdom of heaven can be compared to 

a king who wanted to set t le accounts w ith his servants. 24 

W hen he began to set t le accounts, one who owed ten thousand
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t alents was brought  before him. 25 Since he d id not  have 

the money to pay it  back, his master commanded that  he, 

his w ife, his children, and everything he had be sold to pay 

the debt .

26 "A t  this, the servant  fell facedown before him and said, 

'Be pat ient  w ith me, and I w ill pay you everything.' 27 Then 

the master of that  servant  had compassion, released him, 

and forgave him the loan.

28 "That  servant  went  out  and found one of his fellow  

servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed 

him, started choking him, and said, 'Pay what  you owe!"

29 "A t  this, his fellow  servant  fell down and began 

begging him, 'Be pat ient  w ith me, and I w ill pay you back.' 

30  But  he wasn't  w illing. Instead, he went  and threw  him 

into prison unt il he could pay what  was owed. 31 W hen the 

other servants saw  what  had taken p lace, they were 

deeply d ist ressed and went  and reported to their master 

everything that  had happened. 32 Then, after he had 

summoned him, his master said to him, 'You w icked 

servant ! I forgave you all t hat  debt  because you begged 

me. 33 Shouldn't  you also have had mercy on your fellow  

servant , as I had mercy on you?' 34 And because he was 

angry, his master handed him over to the jailers to be 

tortured unt il he could pay everything that  was owed. 35 

So also my heavenly Father w ill do to you unless every one 

of you forg ives his brother or sister from your heart ."

Read Mat t hew  18:21-35. W hat  do you learn about  t he 

challenges of  forg iveness f rom t he passage?



W hy do you t hink peop le of t en choose t he pain of  

unforg iveness over t he pain of  forg iveness? W here have you 

seen it ? W hat  are t he barr iers t o choosing  forg iveness?

How have you seen God work t hrough eit her receiv ing  or 

extend ing  forg iveness in your l ife?

Is t here anyone you need t o forg ive t oday? Pray  for one 

anot her about  t his.
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