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COEXIST?

A Christian Perspective on World Religions

Five Facts About Hinduism:

1. Hinduism is not just one religion.
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Five Facts About Hinduism:

1. Hinduism is not just one religion.
2. Hinduism is the third largest religion in the world.
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Top 10 destinations of Hindu migrants

Hindu migrants, by destination

% of
Hindu
Destination migrants

India 3.0M 22%
United States 2.6M 19
United Arab Emirates 1.1M
Saudi Arabia 940K
Pakistan 940K
United Kingdom 620K
Malaysia 470K
Australia 460K
Oman 430K
Canada 410K

Top 10 subtotal 11.0 million
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Global Hindu migrants  13.5 million
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Top 10 routes of Hindu migrants

Number of migrants born in now living in

Origin Destination

India United States
Bangladesh India

India United Arab Emirates
India Pakistan

India Saudi Arabia

Nepal India

Pakistan India

India Oman

India » Kuwait

India Nepal
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Five Facts About Hinduism:

1. Hinduism is not just one religion.

2. Hinduism is the third largest religion in the world.

3. Hinduism believes in one supreme god who shows up in many
different forms.
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Hindus have written scriptures:

The Vedas
Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayana
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Five Facts About Hinduism:

1.
2.
3

Hinduism is not just one religion.

Hinduism is the third largest religion in the world.

Hinduism believes in one supreme god who shows up in many
different forms.

Hinduism believes in four spiritual pursuits, a cycle of rebirth,
and a goal of liberation.
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HINDUISM

Liberation

Pleasure

Prosperity and Success

Moral Duty
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“Char Purushartha” (Four Spiritual Pursuits in Hinduism):

Dharma (duty)
Artha (wealth)
Kama (pleasure)
Moksha (liberation)
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Four Castes of Society:

Priests
Warrior-kings
Common people
SEWERS
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Three Paths to Salvation:
Do the duty of your caste

Attain knowledge of your oneness with Brahman
Devote yourself to a "favorite god”
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Two Maijor “Schools" of Hinduism:

Vaishnavism (devotion to Vishnu)
Saivism (devotion to Siva)
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Five Facts About Hinduism:

Hinduism is not just one religion.
Hinduism is the third largest religion in the world.
Hinduism believes in one supreme god who shows up in many
different forms.
Hinduism believes in four spiritual pursuits, a cycle of rebirth,
and a goal of liberation.

. Gurus and worship practices are central for Hindus
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Five Ways to Engage Hindus with the Gospel:

1. Emphasize that “Christianity” is not synonymous with
“Western” or “American.”
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On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying,

“I give this land to your offspring, from the Brook of Egypt to the
great river, the Euphrates River: the land of the Kenites,
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hethites, Perizzites, Rephaim, Amorites,
Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.”

GENESIS 15:18-21
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Five Ways to Engage Hindus with the Gospel:

1. Emphasize that “Christianity” is not synonymous with
“Western” or “American.”

2. Connect the Incarnation of Jesus with the theme of
“incarnation” in Hinduism.
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Hindus believe in many divine incarnations or “avatars”:

Matsya (the fish)
Kurma (the tortoise)
Varaha (the boar)
Narasimha (the man-lion)
Vamana (the dwarf)
Parshuram (the warrior)
Rama (the righteous king)
Krishna (the playmaker)
Buddha (the reformer)
Kalki (the final future avatar)
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Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in
the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something
to be exploited. Instead he emptied himself by assuming the form
of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity. And when he had
come as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death—even to death on a cross. For this reason God
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow—in
heaven and on earth and under the earth—and every tongue will
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11
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But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to be
children of God, to those who believe in his name, who were born,
not of natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of
man, but of God.

JOHN 1:12-13
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Five Ways to Engage Hindus with the Gospel:

Emphasize that “Christianity” is not synonymous with
“Western” or “American.”

. Connect the Incarnation of Jesus with the theme of
“‘incarnation” in Hinduism.
Invite conversation by explaining that we follow Jesus as
our “guru.”
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Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

1 JOHN 4:10
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Five Ways to Engage Hindus with the Gospel:

Emphasize that “Christianity” is not synonymous with
“Western” or “American.”

. Connect the Incarnation of Jesus with the theme of
“‘incarnation” in Hinduism.
Invite conversation by explaining that we follow Jesus as
our “guru.”

. Put forth grace as true freedom from karma and the endless
cycle of rebirth.
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And just as it is appointed for people to die once—and after this,
judgment—so also Christ, having been offered once to bear the
sins of many, will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to
bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

HEBREWS 9:27-28
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For freedom, Christ set us free. Stand firm, then, and don’t submit
again to a yoke of slavery.

GALATIANS 5:1
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Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.

2 CORINTHIANS 3:17
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Five Ways to Engage Hindus with the Gospel:

Emphasize that “Christianity” is not synonymous with
“Western” or “American.”

. Connect the Incarnation of Jesus with the theme of
“‘incarnation” in Hinduism.
Invite conversation by explaining that we follow Jesus as
our “guru.”

. Put forth grace as true freedom from karma and the endless
cycle of rebirth.

. Offer a Personal Relationship with God.
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See! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, | will come in to him and eat with him, and
he with me.

REVELATION 3:20
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