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Session 3:

Winsome

Love



How do we 
discerningly 

love a world that 
doesn’t love God? 



7 Dear friends, let us love one another, because 
love is from God, and everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God. 8 The one who 
does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this 

way: God sent his one and only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. 10 Love 

consists in this: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice, for our sins.

1  John 4:7-10



Love is a defining 
characteristic of God 

and God’s people.



God is love.



God does love.



God’s people 

should love like 

God is and does.



The gospel is offensive, 

but you don’t have to be.



79% of younger, unchurched people agreed 

somewhat or strongly that 

“Christianity today is more about organized religion 

than loving God and loving people.”

(Lifeway Research)



44% agreed somewhat or strongly that

“Christians get on my nerves.”

(Lifeway Research)



We need to recapture 

the winsomeness of 

Christian love.



Christian Love

1. Empathetic
2. Humble
3. Image-Bearing



Christian Love

1. Empathetic



1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins 2 in 
which you previously walked according to the ways 
of this world, according to the ruler of the power of 
the air, the spirit now working in the disobedient. 
3 We too all previously lived among them in our 

fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our 
flesh and thoughts, and we were by nature children 

under wrath as the others were also.

Ephesians 2:1–3



When we see the sin of others, 

our instinct is an empathetic 

love that see that our world is 

broken and in bondage.



Empathetic love sees that 

other people need

Jesus not rejection.



An Obstacle to 

Empathetic Love: 

Disgust





9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and looked down 
on everyone else: 10 “Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

11 The Pharisee was standing and praying like this 
about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I’m not like 
other people—greedy, unrighteous, adulterers, or 

even like this tax collector. 

Luke 18:9–14



12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth, of everything I 
get.’ 13 “But the tax collector, standing far off, would 

not even raise his eyes to heaven but kept striking his 
chest and saying, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner!’ 
14 I tell you, this one went down to his house justified 
rather than the other, because everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted.”

Luke 18:9–14



At its heart, disgust flows 

from our own 

self-righteousness.



Disgust destroys 

engagement.



Disgust reveals a distorted 

view of our own sin.



Christian Love

1. Empathetic
2. Humble



3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility consider others as more 

important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should 
look not to his own interests, but rather to the 

interests of others. 5 Adopt the same attitude as 
that of Christ Jesus…

Philippians 2:3–5



Humble love is seeing 

others as more important 

than ourselves.



“To even get near [humility], even for a moment, is 
like a drink of cold water to a man in a desert. Do not 
imagine that if you meet a really humble man he will 
be what most people call ‘humble’ nowadays: he will 

not be a sort of greasy, smarmy person, who is always 
telling you that, of course, he is nobody. 

C.S. Lewis



Probably all you will think about him is that he 
seemed a cheerful, intelligent chap who took a real 

interest in what you said to him. If you do dislike him 
it will be because you feel a little envious of anyone 

who seems to enjoy life so easily. He will not be 
thinking about humility: he will not be thinking about 

himself at all.”

C.S. Lewis



Virtues of Humble Love:

1. Service



19 Although I am free from all and not anyone’s slave, I 
have made myself a slave to everyone, in order to win 
more people. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win 

Jews; to those under the law, like one under the 
law—though I myself am not under the law—to win 
those under the law. 21 To those who are without the 

law, like one without the law—though I am not 
without God’s law but under the law of Christ—to win 

those without the law. 

1 Corinthians 9:19–23



22 To the weak I became weak, in order to win the 
weak. I have become all things to all people, so that I 
may by every possible means save some. 23 Now I do 
all this because of the gospel, so that I may share in 

the blessings.

1 Corinthians 9:19–23



Virtues of Humble Love:

1. Service
2. Forbearance



7 Love…bears all things…

1 Corinthians 13:7



An Obstacle to 

Humble Love: 

Pride



Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not 
envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant…

1 Corinthians 13:4 



Christian Love

1. Empathetic
2. Humble
3. Image-Bearing



26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
according to our likeness. They will rule the fish of 

the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the 
whole earth, and the creatures that crawl on the 
earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image; 

he created him in the image of God; 
he created them male and female.

Genesis 1:26–27



imago Dei



The Image of God 

in the Human Soul



The Image of God 

in the Human Body



The Image of God in 

the Human Community



Every person is 
made in the image of God 

and worthy of dignity 
and respect.



An Obstacle to 
Image-Bearing Love:
Legalism or License



11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him 
to his face because he stood condemned. 12 For he 
regularly ate with the Gentiles before certain men 
came from James. However, when they came, he 

withdrew and separated himself, because he feared 
those from the circumcision party. 13 Then the rest 

of the Jews joined his hypocrisy, so that even 
Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 

Galatians 2:11–14



14 But when I saw that they were deviating from the 
truth of the gospel, I told Cephas in front of 

everyone, “If you, who are a Jew, live like a Gentile 
and not like a Jew, how can you compel Gentiles to 

live like Jews?”

Galatians 2:11–14



It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 
among you, and the kind of sexual immorality that 
is not even tolerated among the Gentiles—a man is 

sleeping with his father’s wife. 

1 Corinthians 5:1



Reflection Questions

How have you seen yourself or someone 
else practice empathetic love?

How have you seen disgust get in the way? 



Reflection Questions

How have you seen yourself or someone 
else practice humble love?

How have you seen pride get in the way?



Reflection Questions

How have you seen yourself or someone 
else practice image-bearing love?

How have you seen legalism or license 
get in the way?




