
W EEK 4 : WALKING HOUSES OF PRAYER
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

Surrounding the account  of Jesus cleansing the temple, driving out  

the money changers and overthrow ing tables, is Jesus cursing a f ig  

t ree because it  has no fruit . The combining of these two accounts is 

intent ional as the reason Jesus was angered in both is because fruit  

was expected? physical fruit  on a t ree and spirit ual fruit  in the 

temple. Now, we who believe in Jesus are the temple of His Spirit  

and He desires us to be walking houses of prayer. It  is the only way 

we w ill bear fruit . Jesus also promises we can move mountains with 

our prayers, so how  do we deal w ith unanswered prayers?   

W hat  is a t ask t hat  requires a lot  of  your focus/ at t ent ion? w hy  is 

t hat ?

Read Mark 11:12-25 

12 The next  day when they went  out  from Bethany, he was 

hungry. 13 Seeing in the d istance a f ig  t ree w ith leaves, he went  

to f ind out  if  t here was anything on it . W hen he came to it , he 

found nothing but  leaves; for it  was not  the season for f igs. 14 

He said to it , "May no one ever eat  fruit  from you again!" And 

his d iscip les heard it .   
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15 They came to Jerusalem, and he went  into the temple and 

began to throw  out  those buying and selling. He overturned the 

tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling 

doves, 16  and would not  permit  anyone to carry goods through 

the temple. 17 He was teaching them: "Is it  not  w rit ten, My 

house w ill be called a house of prayer for all nat ions? But  you 

have made it  a den of thieves!"

18 The chief priests and the scribes heard it  and started looking 

for a way to kill him. For they were afraid of him, because the 

whole crowd was astonished by is teaching. 

19  W henever evening came, they would go out  of the cit y. 

20  Early in the morning, as they were passing by, they saw  the 

f ig  t ree w ithered from the roots up. 21 Then Peter remembered 

and said to him, "Rabbi, look! The f ig  t ree that  you cursed has 

w ithered."

22 Jesus replied to them, "Have faith in God. 23 Truly I tell you, 

if  anyone says to this mountain, 'Be lif ted up and thrown into 

the sea,' and does not  doubt  in his heart , but  believes that  what  

he says w ill happen, it  w ill be done for him. 24  Therefore I tell 

you, everything you pray and ask for-believe that  you have 

received it  and it  w ill be yours. 25 And whenever you stand 

praying, if  you have anything against  anyone, forg ive him, so 

that  your Father in heaven w ill also forg ive you your 

w rongdoing."

  

W hat  sim ilar it ies do you see bet w een t he f ig  t ree and t he t emple 
court s?
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W hat  are Jesus? act ions in t his passage?  W hat  does He say  about  
t he f ig  t ree, t emple court s, and prayer?

W hat  makes someone ?good? at  p ray ing?

How does out ward  charact er impact  someone?s inward  prayer 
l if e? How  does it  impact  ot her relat ionships?

Is t here clut t er in your l if e t hat  is st opp ing  you f rom  being  a 
house of  p rayer?

W hat  does it  mean t o be a t emple know ing t hat  t he liv ing  God is 
l iv ing  w it hin you?

Eric suggest ed  liv ing  out  a rhy t hm of  " hab it  st acking"  in his 
message. W hat  does t hat  look like for you? W hat  would  it  t ake t o 
st ep  int o t hat ?
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