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This is the dream that |, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me the interpretation,
because none of the wise men of my kingdom can make the interpretation known to me. But you can,
because you have a spirit of the holy gods.”

Then Daniel, whose name is Belteshazzar, was stunned for a moment, and his thoughts alarmed him.
The king said, “Belteshazzar, don’t let the dream or its interpretation alarm you.”

Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may the dream apply to those who hate you, and its interpretation to
your enemies! The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, whose top reached to the sky and was
visible to the whole earth, and whose leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant—and on it was food
for all, under it the wild animals lived, and in its branches the birds of the sky lived—that tree is you,
Your Majesty. For you have become great and strong: your greatness has grown and even reaches the
sky, and your dominion extends to the ends of the earth.

“The king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and
destroy it, but leave the stump with its roots in the ground and with a band of iron and bronze around it
in the tender grass of the field. Let him be drenched with dew from the sky and share food with the
wild animals for seven periods of time.” This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree of
the Most High that has been issued against my lord the king: You will be driven away from people to
live with the wild animals. You will feed on grass like cattle and be drenched with dew from the sky for
seven periods of time, until you acknowledge that the Most High is ruler over human kingdoms, and he
gives them to anyone he wants. As for the command to leave the tree’s stump with its roots, your
kingdom will be restored to you as soon as you acknowledge that Heaven rules. Therefore, may my
advice seem good to you my king. Separate yourself from your sins by doing what is right, and from
your injustices by showing mercy to the needy. Perhaps there will be an extension of your prosperity.”
(Daniel 4:18-27)

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish
of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that crawls on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28)

You made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they will reign on the earth. (Revelation 5:10)

All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months, as he was walking on the roof
of the royal palace in Babylon, the king exclaimed, “Is this not Babylon the Great that | have built to be
a royal residence by my vast power and for my majestic glory?”

While the words were still in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to
you it is declared that the kingdom has departed from you. You will be driven away from people to live



with the wild animals, and you will feed on grass like cattle for seven periods of time, until you
acknowledge that the Most High is ruler over human kingdoms, and he gives them to anyone he
wants.”

At that moment the message against Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people.
He ate grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with dew from the sky, until his hair grew like
eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.

But at the end of those days, |, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and my sanity returned to me.
Then | praised the Most High and honored and glorified him who lives forever:

For his dominion is an everlasting dominion,

and his kingdom is from generation to generation.

All the inhabitants of the earth are counted as nothing,
and he does what he wants with the army of heaven
and the inhabitants of the earth.

There is no one who can block his hand

or say to him, “What have you done?”

At that time my sanity returned to me, and my majesty and splendor returned to me for the glory of my
kingdom. My advisers and my nobles sought me out, | was reestablished over my kingdom, and even
more greatness came to me. Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt, and glorify the King of the heavens,
because all his works are true and his ways are just. He is able to humble those who walk in pride.
(Daniel 4:28-37)

By God’s grace, the low point becomes the turning point.

He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that a man took
and sowed in his field. It's the smallest of all the seeds, but when grown, it’s taller than the garden
plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the sky come and nest in its branches.”

(Matthew 13:31-32)

Reflection Question:
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