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I AM OVERWHELMED /
GOD IS ALIVE AND POWERFUL

We are afflicted in every way but not crushed; we are perplexed but
not in despair; we are persecuted but not abandoned; we are struck
down but not destroyed.  (2 Corinthians 4:8-9)

1. God uses our overwhelm to help others see Jesus more vividly.

We always carry the death of Jesus in our body, so that the life of
Jesus may also be displayed in our body. For we who live are always
being given over to death for Jesus’s sake, so that Jesus’s life may
also be displayed in our mortal flesh. So then, death is at work in us,
but life in you. And since we have the same spirit of faith in keeping
with what is written, “I believed, therefore I spoke,” we also believe,
and therefore speak. For we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you. Indeed,
everything is for your benefit so that, as grace extends through more
and more people, it may cause thanksgiving to increase to the glory
of God. (2 Corinthians 4:10-15)

Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary
power may be from God and not from us. (2 Corinthians 4:7)

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but
shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”
(C.S Lewis, The Problem of Pain)

2. God uses our overwhelm to help us savor eternity more
abundantly.

Therefore we do not give up. Even though our outer person is being
destroyed, our inner person is being renewed day by day. For our
momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely
incomparable eternal weight of glory. (2 Corinthians 4:16-17)

"We will stand amazed to see the topside of the tapestry and how
God beautifully embroidered each circumstance into a pattern for
our good and His glory.“ (Joni Erickson Tada)

Reflection Question:
What overwhelming circumstance are you inviting God's overwhelming
power into today?

Scripture from the CSB unless noted.
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