START WITH THE ENDING « mariners church

THE BEST IS YET TO COME

The LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he
placed the man he had formed. The LORD God caused to grow out of
the ground every tree pleasing in appearance and good for food,
including the tree of life in the middle of the garden, as well as the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. A river went out from Eden to water
the garden. (Genesis 2:8-10)

Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the
city’s main street. The tree of life was on each side of the river, bearing
twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit every month. The leaves of the
tree are for healing the nations, and there will no longer be any curse.
The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants
will worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. Night will be no more; people will not need the light of a
lamp or the light of the sun, because the Lord God will give them light,
and they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5)

The ground is cursed because of you. You will eat from it by means of
painful labor all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles
for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. You will eat bread by the
sweat of your brow until you return to the ground, since you were taken
from it. For you are dust, and you will return to dust. (Genesis 3:17-19)

So the LORD God sent him away from the garden of Eden to work the
ground from which he was taken. He drove the man out and stationed
the cherubim and the flaming, whirling sword east of the garden of
Eden to guard the way to the tree of life. (Genesis 3:23-24)

“We all long for Eden and we are constantly glimpsing it: our whole
nature at its best and least corrupted, its gentlest and most humane, is
still soaked with a sense of 'exile'" J.R.R. Tolkien

The interior of the sanctuary was thirty feet long, thirty feet wide, and
thirty feet high; he overlaid it with pure gold. He also overlaid the cedar
altar. (1 Kings 6:20)

Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple and there was
water flowing from under the threshold of the temple... All kinds of trees
providing food will grow along both banks of the river. Their leaves will
not wither, and their fruit will not fail. Each month they will bear fresh
fruit because the water comes from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be
used for food and their leaves for medicine. (Ezekiel 47:1, 12)

The Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us. (John 1:14)

Don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own...
(1 Corinthians 6:19)

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. | also saw the
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. Then | heard a loud
voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he
will live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be
with them and will be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes. Death will be no more: grief, crying, and pain will be ho more,
because the previous things have passed away. Then the one seated
on the throne said, “Look, | am making everything new.”

(Revelation 21:1-5)

Reflection Question:
How does knowing the “end” give you hope for today?

Scripture from the CSB unless noted.
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