
Q START WITH THE ENDING • mariners church

THE END OF MY LIFE

"I am in a profession that has succeeded because of its ability to
fix….If your problem is fixable, we know just what to do. But if it’s
not? The fact that we have had no adequate answers to this
question is troubling and has caused callousness, inhumanity, and
extraordinary suffering.” Atul Gawande

“Man is literally split in two: he has an awareness of his own
splendid uniqueness in that he sticks out of nature with a towering
majesty, and yet he goes back into the ground a few feet in order to
blindly and dumbly rot and disappear forever. It is a terrifying
dilemma to be in and to have to live with.” Ernest Becker

When we move on from this life, we will stand before the Author
of Life, and give an account of our lives.

Now the one who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who
gave us the Spirit as a down payment. So we are always confident
and know that while we are at home in the body we are away from
the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. In fact, we are confident,
and we would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the
Lord.  Therefore, whether we are at home or away, we make it our
aim to be pleasing to him. For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may be repaid for what he has
done in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 5:5-10)

…they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life. (Matthew 25:46)

And just as it is appointed for people to die once—and after this,
judgment—so also Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins
of many, will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring
salvation to those who are waiting for him. (Hebrews 9:27-28)

When we move on from this life, we will stand before the Author
of Life, and give an account of our lives, to the One who laid down
His life.

“There are only two days on my calendar... today and the day of
judgment.” Martin Luther

Reflection Question:
Are you currently living with hope or fear with the end of your life in mind?

Scripture from the CSB unless noted.
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