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DETAILS ON THE DEVIL

I exhort the elders among you as a fellow elder and witness to the
sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory about to
be revealed: Shepherd God’s flock among you, not overseeing out
of compulsion but willingly, as God would have you; not out of greed
for money but eagerly; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the unfading crown of glory. In the same way, you
who are younger, be subject to the elders. All of you clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists
the proud but gives grace to the humble.

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so
that he may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your cares on
him, because he cares about you. Be sober-minded, be alert. Your
adversary the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for
anyone he can devour. Resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that the
same kind of sufferings are being experienced by your fellow
believers throughout the world.

The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ will
himself restore, establish, strengthen, and support you after you
have suffered a little while. To him be dominion forever. Amen.

Through Silvanus, a faithful brother (as I consider him), I have written
to you briefly in order to encourage you and to testify that this is the
true grace of God. Stand firm in it! She who is in Babylon, chosen
together with you, sends you greetings, as does Mark, my son. Greet
one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
(1 Peter 5:1-14)

“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can
fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The
other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest
in them. The devils are equally pleased by both errors and hail a
materialist or a magician with the same delight.” (CS Lewis)

1. Humble yourself.

“Simon, Simon, look out. Satan has asked to sift you like wheat. But I
have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And you, when you
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” “Lord,” he told him, “I’m
ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” “I tell you, Peter,”
he said, “the rooster will not crow today until you deny three times
that you know me.” (Luke 22:31-34)

2. Hurl your cares on Christ.

3. Hold your ground.

“...Look, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered…” (Revelation 5:5)

Reflection Question:
Where are you in need of God’s strength to resist Satan?

Scripture from the CSB unless noted.
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