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  WHEN YOU THINK, “HOW CAN THIS BE?”   

 
 
“How can this be?” 
 

When it was time for Elizabeth’s baby to be born, she gave birth to a son. And 

when her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had been very merciful to 

her, everyone rejoiced with her. When the baby was eight days old, they all came 

for the circumcision ceremony. They wanted to name him Zechariah, after his 

father. But Elizabeth said, “No! His name is John!” “What?” they exclaimed. “There 

is no one in all your family by that name.” So they used gestures to ask the baby’s 

father what he wanted to name him. He motioned for a writing tablet, and to 

everyone’s surprise he wrote, “His name is John.” Instantly Zechariah could speak 

again, and he began praising God.   

Luke 1:57-64 
 
 

1)  God loves you so much that He was/is present 
 
“Praise the Lord…because he has visited…his people…” Luke 1:68 
 
Incarnation 
 
“The Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing 

love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one 

and only Son.” John 1:14 
 

Now that we know what we have—Jesus, this great High Priest with ready access 

to God—let’s not let it slip through our fingers. We don’t have a priest who is out 

of touch with our reality. He’s been through weakness and testing, experienced it 

all—all but the sin. So let’s walk right up to him and get what he is so ready to 

give. Take the mercy, accept the help. Hebrews 4:14-16 (TM) 

 

The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this 

same Spirit living within you. Romans 8:11 
 
 
 
 
 

2)  God loves you and wants to redeem you 
 
“…he has visited and redeemed his people...we have been rescued from our 

enemies, so we can serve God without fear… Luke 1:68,74 

 
 

“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under 

the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will 

redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take 

you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the 

Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.” 

Exodus 6:6-7 (NIV) 
 
 

3)  God loves you and will fulfill His promises 
 
“He has been merciful to our ancestors by remembering his sacred covenant—the 

covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham…” Luke 1: 72-73 
 
“...I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me…” Malachi 
3:1a 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To receive prayer updates from our Youth team, text the word YOUTH to 
949-267-3131 or fill out your connect card and write YOUTH on the card. You can 
drop off your connect card at the Youth table outside the Worship Center or in the 
offering boxes.  
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watch, listen or subscribe to our podcast @ marinerschurch.org 
 


