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HAPPY ARE THE PERSECUTED 

 

 
Persecution 
 

God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is theirs. “God blesses you when people ​mock​ you and ​persecute​ you and ​lie 
about you and ​say all sorts of evil ​things against you because you are my 
followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in 
heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.” 
Matthew 5:10-12 

 

…all the people had high regard for them.  Acts 5:13 
 

…everyone who wants to live a godly life…will suffer persecution.  2 Timothy 3:12 
 
Misunderstood, criticized, harassed, oppressed 
 
 

Persecution for ​righteousness​ sake… 
 
Persecuted for the wrong reasons 
 

● Judgmental, obnoxious, unnecessarily against 
 
Persecuted for righteousness sake 
 

...Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you.  John 15:20 
 

● Our changed life 
 

Of course, your former friends are surprised when ​you no longer​ plunge into the 
flood of wild and destructive things they do. So they slander you.   

1 Peter 4:4 
 

● Our new values 
The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but ​you are no 

longer part of the world​. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates 
you.  John 15:19 

 
● Our message 

 

But Peter and the apostles replied, "We must obey God rather than any human 
authority. God…​raised Jesus from the dead​ after you killed him by 
hanging him on a ​cross​…” When they heard this, the high council was 
furious and decided to kill them.  Acts 5:29,30,33 

 
 

 

Our promise in persecution 
 

…A great reward awaits you in heaven...  Matthew 5:12 
 
Heaven 
 

"Don't let your hearts be troubled…I am going to prepare a place for you...I will 
come and get you, so that you will ​always be with​ ​me​ where I am.”  John 14:1-3 

 
Comfort 
 

For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us ​with his comfort 
through Christ.  2 Corinthians 1:5 

 
Character and hope 
 

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they 
help us ​develop endurance​. And endurance develops ​strength of character​, 
and character strengthens our ​confident​ ​hope​ of salvation.  Romans 5:3-4 

 
Strength 
 

But those who trust in the Lord will find ​new​ ​strength​…  Isaiah 40:31 
 
Fellowship 
 

I want to ​know​ ​Christ​…and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him… 
Philippians 3:10 

 
 

When persecution works…“secret Christian” 
 
 

What to remember when persecuted 
 

…have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not 
think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead​, he gave up his divine 
privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was ​born as a human being 
…he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a ​criminal's death on a cross​. 
Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name 
above all other names.  Philippians 2:5-9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Kenton Beshore ​⬥​ August 31 & September 1, 2019 
watch, listen, or subscribe to our podcast @ ​marinerschurch.org   

 


