SPEECHLESS

Luke 1

The most wonderful time of the year?

“Please listen, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph's descendants like a flock. O God,
enthroned above the cherubim, display your radiant glory to Ephraim, Benjamin, and
Manasseh. Show us your mighty power. Come to rescue us! Turn us again to yourself, O God.
Make your face shine down upon us. Only then will we be saved. O LORD God of Heaven's
Armies, how long will you be angry with our prayers? You have fed us with sorrow and made us
drink tears by the bucketful.” Psalm 80:1-5

- Tender Shepherd

- Supreme Ruler

Fireworks and laser beams

“Oh, that you would burst from the heavens and come down! How the mountains would quake
in your presence! As fire causes wood to burn and water to boil, your coming would make the
nations tremble. Then your enemies would learn the reason for your fame! When you came
down long ago, you did awesome deeds beyond our highest expectations. And oh, how the
mountains quaked! For since the world began, no ear has heard and no eye has seen a God
like you, who works for those who wait for him!...And yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are
the clay, and you are the potter. We all are formed by your hand.” Isaiah 64:1-4, 8

« Do that thing you do

Waiting for...

...achild
...a blessing

...amiracle

“Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in God's eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord's
commandments and regulations. They had no children because Elizabeth was unable
to conceive, and they were both very old. One day Zechariah was serving God in the
Temple, for his order was on duty that week. As was the custom of the priests, he was
chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. While the incense
was being burned, a great crowd stood outside, praying. While Zechariah was in the
sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the incense
altar. Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. But the
angel said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife,
Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John. You will have great joy
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth... And he will turn many Israelites to the
Lord their God...He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the
hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to
accept the wisdom of the godly.’ Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How can | be sure this will
happen? I'm an old man now, and my wife is also well along in years.” Then the angel
said, 'l am Gabriell | stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to bring
you this good news! But now, since you didn’t believe what | said, you will be silent and
unable to speak until the child is born. For my words will certainly be fulfilled at the
proper time.” Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah to come out of the
sanctuary, wondering why he was taking so long. When he finally did come out, he
couldn’t speak to them. Then they realized from his gestures and his silence that he
must have seen a vision in the sanctuary. When Zechariah’s week of service in the
Temple was over, he returned home.” Luke 1:6-23

...a gift

“Soon afterward his wife, Elizabeth, became pregnant and went into seclusion for five
months. ‘How kind the Lord is!’ she exclaimed. ‘He has taken away my disgrace of
having no children.” Luke 1:24, 25
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