
 

The Gamble of Compassion 
 

 
 

“On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?’ ‘What is written in the Law?’ he replied. ‘How do you read it?’ He 
answered:  ‘“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind;” and, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”’ ‘You have answered 
correctly,’ Jesus replied. ‘Do this and you will live.’ But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked 
Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’ In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him 
and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 
when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where 
the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn 
and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the 
innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, “and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.” Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of robbers?’ The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.’ 
Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”  Luke 10:25-37 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Ortberg’s Story 
 

Nancy Ortberg served as a teaching pastor for eight years at Willow Creek Community 
Church in South Barrington, Illinois.  During that time she led “Network,” a ministry that helps 
people identify their spiritual gifts and find a place of service in the church, and “Axis,” a 
weekly gathering for the 18 to 20-something generation. 
 
She is a founding partner of Teamworx2, a business and leadership consulting firm that 
provides fast-paced, practical, and compelling sessions to leaders and their teams.  
Teamworx2 works with businesses, schools, nonprofits, and churches to address issues of 
organizational effectiveness and teamwork. 
 
Nancy is a gifted communicator who is passionate about helping people connect what they 
believe with their everyday lives.  A highly sought-after speaker, Nancy has been a featured 
presenter at the Catalyst and Orange conferences, and has been a regular contributor to Rev! 
Magazine.   
 
Nancy is the author of Looking for God: An Unexpected Journey through Tattoos, Tofu, & 
Pronouns and Unleashing the Power of Rubber Bands: Lessons in Non-Linear Leadership. 
She and her husband, John, live in the Bay Area and have three children: Laura, Mallory, and 
Johnny. 
 

John Stott’s Daily Reflections–pages 69-76 
Additional Daily Bible Readings–visit www.marinerschurch.org 
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